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mahogany furniture. There’s an impressive
view of Pico, home to Portugal’s highest
mountain.

The next morning Nathalie spots dolphins
as we take the ferry to Pico. As well as being
home to plenty of marine life, including
whales, Pico is a major wine producer.

Its centuries-old system of viniculture, a
vast, sloping, geometric network of rocky
walls dividing tiny fields, is a Unesco World
Heritage Site. Holes in the black basalt walls
are perfect for our own impromptu treasure
hunt. My husband Mare runs ahead,
concealing toffees in the cracks and crevices.

The children walk miles, scouring for
golden wrappers. We stand at the bottom,
chewing sweets and watching pale turquoise
waves crash against the lava coastline.

HAT evening, back on Faial, a

half-litre carafe of red Pico

wine goes down nicely with the

two-course prato do dia (menu

of the day) at the unassuming

Delta Café on Vasco da Gama
street (yes, Vasco’s everywhere).

The home-made chicken soup followed
by pork chops with rice is not only tasty and
plentiful but, at £4.20 per head, it’s a steal.

We head back to Sao Miguel where tea
(labelled cha) served at breakfast hails locally
from the tiny mountain village of Gorreana.
It’s the only tea plantation in Europe and
inside its working factory “hand-picked”

TAILS OF THE UNEXPECTED: Witness the marine life at close quarters off the Azores

takes on a whole new meaning. We join
nimble-fingered workers round a table sifting
through mounds to discard rogue leaves
before tasting fragrant black, green and
orange brews.

The Azores offer a simple, back-to-basics
holiday where nothing feels manufactured
as most atfractions are natural wonders and
free to the public. Each island has something
unique and the cozido rates as our most
memorable meal ever.

While we might not have matched the
15th-century Portuguese explorers,
we certainly had great fun trying.

 Sunvil (0208 758 4722/sanvi1co uk) oﬁm .

four nights at the Royal Garden Hotel

royalgardenhotelazores.com) and three
A nights at the Hotel do Canal (bensaude.pt)

from £3,546 (family-of-four sharing), B&B.
Price includes return Jflights with SATA
International (0844 482 1678/sata.pt) from
Gatwick to SGo Miguel, inter-island
flights and seven days car hire.
Portuguese tounsm 0207 201 6666/

vmtpon‘ugal com

TRAVEL BULLETIN

‘E> Fly to Budapest on Ryanair's (0871 240
D») .. 0000/ryanair.com)-new. London Stansted-
] route From March there will be flights four times
D‘) & 'week to the Hungarian capital which'is brimming
[\3 with Barogue : ‘architecture. From £56 retum.

I\) Butlin’s. (0845 070.4730/butlins.com/ .
-,:u;»\ otels contmues to prove traditional
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family hollday resorts are - Stlll In demand. - __

The company has announced a 10 per cent
rise in bookings for 2012. The new Wave
Hotel and Apartments.in Bognor.Regis, West
Sussex, the third hotel at the Bognor resort,
has contributed to this surge despite not-
opening until the end of May. A three-night
weekend break from £689 (four sharing a
Reef Apartment), self-catering or from. £303
(four sharing an Octopus room in the hotel)

..break. Travelodge (0871 984 8484/ .- .
travelodge co.uk) is offering a special “lovers”

_ roomr-rate-at-more-than-80-of-its-hotels-this —-
Valentine's with a free bottle of wine. A one-night
stay from £39.99 (twa.sharing), room only. For
stays hetween February.11.and 14................

‘Forgot to-pack-those linen trousers or
handy black cardigan? Zara (0800 030
4238/zara.com) has opened an outlet at
Heathrow’s Terminal 3. The stylish Spanish.
high-street fashion brand sells both
women’s and-menswear; plus-great leather-
accessories mcludmg bags and shoes all

at affordablé prices. ™
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A picture paints a thousand words. ..
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contact the Gibraltar Tourist Board:

T: +44 (0) 207 836 0777
E: info@gibraltar. gov.uk

You can also find us on
Facebook and follow us on

!g facebook,comyvisitgibraltar

a viorant destination that combines the
spirit of the Mediterranean with British tradition,

To order a brochure or for further information

twitter.com/visit_gibraltar
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SALE ENDS
14 FEBRUARY 2012

UNCOVER AN AUTHENTIC
WORLD WITH PAGE & MOY

Page & Moy have been taking travellers all over the world for more than 50 years. With our amazmg seiectlon

we're sure you'll find your perfect holiday with us. We take you beyond the tourist trail and intreduce you to real
people and places, the sights, sounds, tastes and aromas that make destinations special. There is 50 much included
in a Page & Moy holiday; hotels, flights, many meals and excursions. Our. Tour Managers are always on hand to
guide you to the must-see landmarks and help you to uncover those hidden gems.

ALBI CARCASSONNE &

DORDOGNE (BY AIR) wios EH7 T
April - October 2012 s now £B29
departures - e = saeeflar
Discover medieval France as you
explore fortresses and riverside
towns. Enjoy stays in Rocamadour
and Albi before travelling to the
Dordogne to explore this charming

 APULIA & VIESTE

*Whitewashed cliff-top towns and

. adramatic rocky coastline, turguoise

April - October 2012
‘departures

-magnificent Barogue architecture, .
blue seas and dense green forest. [

Travel to'the undiscovered heel of
Southern ltaly and see it all

region. Ref: EEFRACD Ref: EETTAV

LAKE GARDA BY RAIL “THE ITALIAN LAKES
May - October 2012 =~ . BYRAIL

departures - : May - October 2012

Marvel at magnificent mountain
scenery as you travél by train to > -
northern ltaly and beautiful Lake
Garda. The dramatic Dolomites are
ever-present as you explore | thls ¢
charming region. A full-day
excursion to Venice is also Jncluded.
Ref: EPEIG : )

.departures
" Discover the tranquitity and beauty -

- through the Alps. Explore islands,

of the [talian Lakes as your travel

lakes and neighbouring
Switzerland when youjoin the
wonderful optional excursions.
Ref: EPEIL

CALL US ON 3890 b44 6350 ORVISIT pageandmoy ce.uk

We're open seven days a week Monday to Frlday 9am - 8pm; Saturday 9am - 5:30pm; Sunday 10am - 4pm.

PP = per person. Pnces are currect at'time of print and sub[ecttn avallabllny *“This offer cannot be used in r:un]um:hun with any other discount or promotion that Page & Muy Travel Group

may be running during this period including group reductions. This offer cannot be used in canjunction with any holiday purchased prior ta this promotion, Offer ends 14 February 2012 -
Discount message of up to £100 saving based upén two people lravelling, however the saving can be applled to bookings wilh less or greater number of persons up to a maximum af nine

persons. Addilional fuel / flight supplements may be applicable and you will be informed of Lhese at time of booking. Page & May Travel Group reserve the right to withdraw or amend this

offer at any time. Strictly limited availability. Charges apply to payment by credit card. Calls may be recorded to ensure a high level of customer service.

Calls to 0800 numbers are free of charge from a BT landline, mohile cost will vary.
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